Medway School Of Pharmacy
Medway School of Pharmacy Clinical Placements


Medway School of Pharmacy, a joint venture between the University of Greenwich and the University of Kent, is a fully accredited and established institution offering a comprehensive MPharm programme. This 4-year degree enables students to undertake pre-registration training and pursue registration with the General Pharmaceutical Council (GPhC).
A significant component of the MPharm programme is the practical application of theoretical knowledge through placements in both hospital and community pharmacy settings. Our MPharm students will participate in the following structured pharmacy placements throughout their course:
· Stage 1 (1st Year): 1 week in community placement
· Stage 2 (2nd Year): 2  separate weeks in either community, hospital of PCN.
· Stage 3 (3rd Year): ): 2  separate weeks in either community, hospital of PCN.
· Stage 4 (4th Year): 3 weeks  of work experience community, hospital or GP surgery setting, preferably within their prescribing scope.
[bookmark: Objectives_of_Community_Placement:]Objectives of Community Placement:
· Stage 1: Provide an introductory overview of community pharmacy operations and the role of the community pharmacist.
· Stage 2: Educate students on services under the NHS Community Pharmacy Contractual Framework, including prescription dispensing and over-the-counter product sales for minor ailments.
· Stage 3: Facilitate the application of law, ethics, and professional decision-making.
[bookmark: Remuneration]Remuneration
Placements are funded by NHS England under a specific tariff for pharmacy students. Further details are available at the link below:

Education and training tariffs 2025 to 2026 - GOV.UK

[bookmark: Support_During_Placements]Support During Placements

The clinical placements aim to provide students with substantial real-world experience. Students receive a comprehensive briefing before their placement, emphasising adherence to the instructions of the supervising Pharmacist or other staff members. They are provided with a workbook containing guided activities to support their placement experience, ensuring structure and consistency. An email copy of the workbook can be obtained through the Placement Administrator.
[bookmark: Responsibilities_of_Clinical_Placement_H]Responsibilities of Clinical Placement Host Venues
Placement providers are required to complete a brief feedback form at the end of the placement, highlighting the students' strengths, weaknesses, and any areas needing improvement. Students should be exposed to a range of activities undertaken by the pharmacy to achieve their learning objectives.
Entrustable Professional Activities (EPAs)
In January 2021, the GPhC published the revised Standards for Initial Education and Training of Pharmacists. To support this revision, NHS England and the Pharmacy Schools Council (PhSC) published a joint report on establishing EPAs for use in the UK.
EPAs are defined as units of professional practice (tasks of bundles of tasks) that can be fully entrusted to an individual, once they have demonstrated the necessary competence to execute them.
EPAs provides a structured approach to allow MPharm students to undertake a broad range of activities in the workplace and in many cases contribute direct to the delivery of care.
This will help students move from observing tasks, to be entrusted to carry them out with an appropriate level of supervision.
This year, we will be integrating EPAs into our clinical placements to enhance experiential learning for our students. Before starting their clinical placements, they will have completed the required classroom learning activities, and assessments to ensure they are competent to perform the EPA tasks during their placements.
We will provide more information as the time approaches. However, please visit the link below for more information on EPAs:
https://www.hee.nhs.uk/sites/default/files/documents/NHS%20England%20and%20PhSC% 20EPA%20Toolkit.pdf
[bookmark: Our_Commitment]Our Commitment
To facilitate the management of MPharm placements, we commit to the following:
· Students will attend on fixed days, aiding pharmacists and the university placement team in identifying potential issues.
· Students will adhere to the Standards for Pharmacy Professionals, in line with our Fitness to Practice procedures and GPhC requirements.

· We will provide basic training to students prior to placement, covering professional behaviour, basic health and safety, and confidentiality under the General Data Protection Regulation 2018.
We hope this training will encourage pharmacists to consider hosting MPharm students. This training is supplementary and does not replace any specific internal training you may require. We are happy to integrate any additional training you deem necessary for the placement.

Key Contacts


Mrs Antonietta Maddocks Placement Administrator Tel: 01634 883319
A.Maddocks@gre.ac.uk


Placement Team
MSOPPlacements@gre.ac.uk
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